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EARL   OF   ELGIN
1894-1899
TTICTOR ALEXANDER BRUCE, afterwards 9th Earl
V of Elgin, and 13th. of Kincardine, was born at Montreal
In Canada on 16th May 1849, the eldest son of James
Bruce, the 8th Earl, by his second wife, Lady Mary Louisa
Lambton, daughter of the 1st Earl of Durham. At the
time of his birth Ms father was Governor-General of
Canada, as his maternal grandfather had been previously.
He was educated at Glenalmond and at Eton, and while
there in 1863 he succeeded his father, who had died in
India after a short term as Viceroy.
Elgin went on to Balliol, where he took a second class
both in Mods and Greats, and then, settling down as a
country landlord in Fife, began to interest himself in
Liberal politics, becoming Chairman of the Scottish
Liberal Association. In 1876 he married Lady Constance
Mary Carnegie, daughter of the 9th Earl of Southesk.
As a Home Ruler he was given office in Gladstone's short
Government of 1886, first as Treasurer of the Household
and then as First Commissioner of "Works, being also
sworn of the Privy Council and made Lord-Lieutenant of
Fife,
After the Liberals came back to power in 1892, Elgin
was offered and accepted the post of Viceroy of India,
which, it was understood, had been refused by Sir Henry
Norman, a distinguished soldier. He arrived in Bombay
early in 1894 at the beginning of a Reform agitation.
Native intellectual opinion was now questioning the sub-
servience of India to British policy. The rupee had again
fallen in value; and to balance the exchange import
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